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Abstract of JP1 1231 130 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
optical element and a lighting device which 
can form the liquid crystal display device 
having superior luminance and field angle 
characteristics by obtaining the polarizing 
element which is superior in circular 
polarization dichroic performance, wide-band 
performance, and polarization degree and has 
superior alignment SOLUTION: This lighting 
device has a polarizing element 1 consisting of 
cholesteric liquid crystal layers 12, 13, and 14 
of <=5 &mu m in thickness and <=10% in haze 
which are stacked one over another, the 
optical element consisting of a stack of one or 
more layers of the polarizing element, a 1/4 
wavelength plate, and a field angle 
compensating plate or polarizing plate, and the 
polarizing element or optical element and a 
surface light source or a liquid crystal cell. 
Consequently, the thickness can easily be 
increased by the stacking system of the 
cholesteric liquid crystal layer having excellent 
alignment and the polarizing element 1 is 
obtained which has superior circular 
polarization dichroic performance, wide-band 
performance, polarization, and alignment and 
also has small discoloration due to variation in 
field angle. 
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